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Former guerrilla hero Eden Pastora Gomez says he hopes to return to Managua as an antiSandinista politician. In a recent interview with New York Times correspondent Stephen Kinzer
in San Jose, Costa Rica, Pastora said he had not decided when to return, but that he hoped to do
so this year. He said he would not return until the political climate in Nicaragua was liberalized.
In earlier statements, Pastora had mentioned the possibility of returning to Managua in August
for the 10th anniversary of the Sandinistas' assault on the National Palace. Pastora led that attack,
which made him a hero, and helped bring the Sandinistas to power. After the ouster of the Somoza
dictatorship in 1979, Pastora held senior posts in the interior and defense ministries. In 1981, he
broke with the Sandinistas, and later headed a contra group. At present, Pastora resides in Costa
Rica, where he heads a group of about 60 Costa Rican and Nicaraguan fishermen who earn a living
selling their catch on local markets. Pastora said he supports efforts by some politicians in Managua
who are considering the creation of a centrist bloc to oppose both the Sandinista government
and the contras. "Nicaragua needs a third way, a revolutionary program that addresses the needs
of the immense poor majority but also respects press freedom and human rights...Our country
needs to be truly anti-imperialist, free from both Washington and Moscow." In Pastora's view,
the Sandinistas made a mistake in forming close ties to the USSR and its allies. "The other great
error of the Sandinistas has been their arrogance, their belief that only they know what is best for
Nicaragua. They insist that whoever opposes them is betraying the nation. It doesn't matter to them
that they have destroyed small business, frightened away foreign investment and upset the lives
of the peasantry." According to Pastora, some of the Sandinista leaders, however, have a "human
touch." Included here was President Daniel Ortega. "Many of the best people in Nicaragua are
inside the Sandinista Front. Perhaps they are still there because they don't see any real alternative."
Pastora's strongest criticisms were leveled at the contras: "A contra government would be worse
than what we have now because it would be guided by hatred and revenge rather than a desire for
social justice." In the mid-1980s, Pastora resisted intense pressure from the CIA to merge his forces
with the main contra force headed by former Somoza National Guard officer Enrique Bermudez. In
1984, Pastora was wounded in an assassination attempt when a bomb exploded at a news conference
he was giving at a contra camp. On July 5, he said he believed that US officials, in cooperation with
contras and rightist Cuban exiles, planned the attack. "The question of who tried to kill me is tied
up with the prestige of the United States," Pastora said. "That's why there has never been a real
investigation." (Basic data from New York Times, 07/07/88)
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